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Gen. xiv. 31. 4 


Chas in, thou bleſſed of the Laird, a 
„ Jtandg ſt thou wirke? EF 


N D Abraham was grown old,” 
N and deſired to ſee his Son 2 2 


married before his Departure out 
* of the World, and feared left he 
= ſhould take a Wifeof the Daugh- 


N 
NX his Steward Enezer, and ſent him 
to the City of Naber, in Meſanatamia, to ſeek there a 


Wife for his Son; and when the Steward was 


come into that Country, and had found Rebehab 
by a Well, without the Gates of the City, and 
. hoped God had ſent her as an Anſwer to his 
Prayers, he enquired her Name, and aſked if 
there was Room in her Father's Houſe, that he might 
lodge there? And Rebekah made haſte to let her 


Mother and Brother Laban know that there was a 


Stranger, wi th ſome young Men and Camels, w 


at the Well, and who deſired to lodge with them. 


I ſuppoſe ſhe related to them what had paſſed; 

how ſhe had ſeen him at firſt, when ſhe went out 
for Water, praying by the Well, and calling upon 
the God of Abraham, and how "kindly he had be- 
haved to her, and given her a Preſent of a coſtly 


Frontlet or Jewel, after ſhe had watered: his Beaſts, ö 


15 how n obſerved him bowing down and wor- 


* 3 


Wa: of N ters of the Canaanites, he called : 


A2 V7: eee thipping 


514 5 8 
ſhipping elbe God. of his Maſter, when ſhe 
had told himyhoſe daughter ſhe was, and given 

bim Hopes that he might lodge in their Houſe; 
from al which Laban could eaſily think he was 
not of the Heathen, but of ha who knew the 
Lord, and therefore glad to find one of that Num- 
ber (for ſuch have — few::andiceare in 
the World) he ran out to meet the good! Man, 
and began to ſalute and accoſt him ins the Words 
of my Text, Come in, thou bleſſed of the Lord! 
wherefore ſtandeſt thou without? for I have prepared 
. the Houſe and Room for the Camels. ? n 
Throughout the whole Account of this extra- 
drinn; Tranſaction, and Manner of bringing 
about the Marriage of Jſaac and -Rebthah, - there 
are ſome. Things 1 be obſerved to out Comfort 
— Inſtruction, who live in this Time of the 
5 renn ON in Tepee wa the Son : 
of Mann. 
LESS 1 — we ſhould: a ha-vonteiaitb — the 
Scriptures of Patri archal Times merely as a true 
Hiſtory. The Holy Ghoſt, doubtleſs, intended 
-+thatall ſhould preach. Jeſus Chriſt: to us, though at 
that Time butidarkly, till the Veil was taken 
away: But, according to St. Paul, all were Sha- 
dove of him that mas to come, namely, Jeſus Chriſt 
dur Saviour, the Huſband and Spouſe: of our Souls. 
Iwill make Obſervations on ſome Paſſages, 
which in this Hiſtory are handed down to us, and 
_  ſhew-wbat a Reiemblance it has to the Spiritual 
Marriage of the Lamb and his Church, with all the 
many Circumſtances that attended it. 1 

Ido not doubt but Abraham could have found | 
Woman enough in the Land of Cargan, where he 
dwelt, and wherein he was now erich, and a Sort 
1 Prince among the : Peoples: ena as fair, and 

far 


- Ul 5 
far more wealthy copia tet „ be 
Ws ty his Servant to get his Soma Wife; but he 
1 loved that Country: And though it vad far off, and, 
perhaps, the Inhabĩtants poor, et he choſe thence 
— ſor Ifaac, and made his Servant 
promiſe, and even ſwear to him, not to let his 


27 Bort marry one of namen che Land 1 


2 in be lived ein o 1.0; 0:1; 
The Servant was willing do all FOR, Maſter 


|" would, have him promiſe, but had one Seruple, 


And that was, in Caſe none of the Country of 
 Atfopotamia ſhould be willing to leave their own 
Land, or be perſuaded to accept of che Offer 
which he ſhould make, and, on this Account, 


could not vow abſolutely to obey him: Therefore, 
10 1:good-old? Abraham ſatisfied him, and aſſured bim, 


0 | in this Caſe, he ſhould be free from his Oath. | 
The Steward immediately promiſes 10 % all 


that lay in his Power; and as all the. Goods of 


his Maſter were in his Hands, he took ſeveral 
young Men with him, and ten Camels; and went 
5 , out in Queſt of the Native Country of his Maſter. 


The Scripture obſerves, that when he came to 


i ; Sh * City or Town of Nabor, he did not: raſhly 


is enter into it, (ſo much he had learned of Abraham, 
who once in Faith went out, not knowing: whither - 


= went, till God brought him into that 


Land) but depending upon the Lord God of his 


5 . Maſter, he ftopp'd by a Well, without the Town, 


and reſted his Camels, and prayed to be directed 


0 in chooſing the rigbt Perſon, the Woman chat the 
2 would have for Jſaacs Wiſe; nay, he went 
ſo far as to pray, that when the Maids of the 


Place ſhould come out for Mater, and he ſhould 
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aſk one for leave tu drink at her Pitcher, the Þ 


ng ſhould- make that a Sign i: that if 


' the 
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and I wiltdraw Water for thy Camels afſd.“ 


well as the Condefcenfion” of the "Moſt f 
dere to be admired. © What Yo"feaſotith 


and honeſt Heart, which once fhon 


and how grsciouliy the Creator änfwers. O that” 
e would always tread the Steps of the former, 
and ce Wuld find the latter is ne fem. TRE 
Lord that changes not is his Name. If in cur mi- 
nuteſt and leſs material Matters, we imploted his 
Help, we hoid find tim bur God And Cade ts 


. 
"= s 
” 5 


the was che right Perſon, ſhe Thould x 


ad; ad he Thould give him wil 
lingly, and offer tis Camels Water alſo. He had 


not ended his Prayer, before Rebhetab came in Sight 


with her Piteber upon her” Shoulder; and 'wheh 
the had filled itt the Well, he Heer ter Leave 
to drink; and ſhe readily conſented; and fad: Drink, 


185 


The Simplicity and Piety hey! 


delieving Men loſe for Want of 75 Cpilda lik 
4 ſo a. 


ancient Days? We read theſe Accounts with Pled 
fure, and obſerve how ſimply the Creature Pra 85 


40 at 


Things to our eternal Comfort. 


S, 83 nen A fy 
Wpile Nebetaß was watering the Camels, and 


fulfilling the Sign the Steward had aſked'of Ges; 
it is ſaid, *' The Man, wondering at her, beld bis 


" Peace, to ſee if the Lord had proſpered his Journey 


or not.“ One ſhould have thought he needed not 
to have doubted, but made his Offers, and told his 


Etrand directly: Vet though he was not too eaget, 
dut waited upon the Lord to ſee what he would do, 
_ he took a golden Ear ring, or rather a Jewel for 
the Forehead, of great Value, and two Bracelets, 
and gave them to her, and afked, © Who ſhe was; 
and if he and his Men could lodge at her Father's 
Houſe? All this, as J obſerved before, The related 


tO 


15 d. of the. — great : 
7 he auld not eat till he had told his 
ad an and ſaid, I am Abrabam's 

9 laſt, related all what 
Matter, and how he was came 

1 Me how, he had pray'd-by the E 

ion in his Choice of a fit Perſon, 
one with a as an Ante 
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Le 


9 — 1 It. 
wry 3h; Lond... dd now. he 


— other and, Brother precious 
SIE * eat and dranlæ, and tarried all 
the Morning, when the | Parents. of 
2 bee Lag th 9 9 the 1 


gave alſo. .to, þ 
Things, 1 


| eiter. 


. n ten and N lative Country: —_ 
3 | - 00 2 


c 8 1 | 
Thou art to go with this Stranger into a foreign i 
Land: What wilt thou do? Wilt thou go? and 
| ſhe; anſwered; I will go! And now the Servant's 
Heart muſt leap for Joy, and be fully convinced 
how God bad profper'd his Journey. And they 
ſent away Rebekah with ber Nurſe Deborah, and ſome 

Duamſels her Companions; and they bleſſed Rebebab > + 
in a tender Manner, and ſhe took Leave, 
came with the Steward and the Servants into the .. 
South Country. And Jac was out in the Fields, 

about Evening, praying. I ſuppoſe he was intreat- 

ing the Lord to proſper his Father's Servant, and 
to preſerve his Bride on the Journey, and let no 
Evil befal them. And while he was ſpeaking, the ;/ 
fawithe Camels coming, and Rebekah ſaw him at 
a Diſtance, and aſked the Steward, Who is it that 
. comes to meet us?” and the Stewar# told ber, 8 
my Maſter Lade. And ſhe was aſhamed, and a- 
ligbted, and put a Veil upon herſelf and bowed dowu 
before him. And the Steward told Jſaac all that 
had paſsd; and Llaae took | Rebekah and brought 
ber we bly n 8 Howley" and ſhe became b 

Wife. / 

| This is the Subſtance of the Cacred Hiſtory, . 
which I have repeated, the better to bring to your 
Minds the Cireumſtances of this Marriage. And 
now will ſpeak of the Real and Eternal Myſtery 
of the Marriage of the Lamb, from this of Iſaac 
and Rebakab; which however bleſſed and extraor- 

dinary, is yet, like all other pure Marriages, but 2 

Figure of the Tee... 

. thee ©. ſpank” iD. .furh 
Perms of the Kingdom of God and our eternal 
Salvation, or- becauſe I compare it to a Wedding, 

cc. for our Saviour has himſelf made the Com- 

br payer” thus in many Places of the New- Teſta- 

. ment. 
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ment. He Fays'* Tie Kingdom Gr God idlikeVir- | 
en nd went out eo meet the 
om of 
for his 


gins, wh bdobk their Fam 
Bridepro! oft,” Matt v. Kd ain: sehe K 
God NEE 3 Matriage Roti King mad 
Son; And he fert inet Servants at Sopper- time to 


invite thoſe that "were bidder; tothe Supper, 25 _ , 


Matt” XXII. '& 51 wider Ak "SOT TITOr I 195 * 

ate aphe Ad esrtaih: The Wing! 
At — * n Lord eſus, the King 
inps,” and Lord of Lotus. he Son i is the 


tte of God, who xs le. God the 
Erk: ef and Heir of all Things, the Maker and 


Lord & Ah. This Son, begotten before all | 


Wolde, wilt celebrate afr eve aſting M. 


with is Creatures, and ſends aut his Miniſters, His 

Stewards of the Myſteries" of his and 

SGetvants, to invite ths bring in Souls to the Weds 

| g: And, f rope „er is the ſole Buſineſb of 
> Prat 


of the Goſpel. ' The Office 


even the Prine 


ve of the Kings of the 
Marriage Supper of ide Lamb, Rev, xix. 


— the Basghter- of the Lan 


we 


to feteh his Daughter the 'Wife 
off His Son: 80 God: who; from all Eternity, had 


defign'd the Lamb's Martiag e, might have choſen 


for Him a Wife among tue itants of Heaven, 


There were many of the bleſſed Angels who had 
(their firſt Eſtate, and were fairer and better 


e we Childien of Men: Of theſe he 


um's Servant had; is theirs Alo, only he was | 
pers Wife or an Earthly' Prince, but we for an 


ee Blefſed are all they that are called to the: 


| — Abraham might Have took a” . A his 
where he liv'd, 5 
| ph taps more fair and rich than any in Meſopotamia, 
t Would not, and choſe rather, out of Love to 
that far & | 


0 n . 9 the Bride 2 ; 
V c Chriſt, 


WOE "2 3 
Chriſt, or created him Souls after his own W 
in perfect Holineſs and Innocency, who could 
This been his 1 for ever: Bar here firſt ap- 
ar'd the tender M ay, of God Almighty : He 
| = 2 this World, and will have his Miniſters from 
2 hence call a People who ſhall be his Son's Wife. 
_ He will ſend into this far Country (and farther. 
from him, in this our fallen Eſtate, we cannot be, 
unleſs we were quite in Hell) and invite Souls to 
is Supper: Come in, he ſays, all Things are ready, 
come to the Marriage. This, then, is the Office 
of a Miniſter to — this glad News to a loſt- 
World; and ſhould they not be able to perſuade 
Men, ſhould they fail; or ſhould the Souls, to 
whom the gracious Offers of divine Love ate. : 
ade. — they (the Mimiſters) ſhall be clear; 
ite the Steward of Abrabam; but it would be 
Pötter if the Refuſers had not been born. If the 
ers, the Watchmen, warn the People, and 
| he) will not hear, then ſhall the Watchmen be free, 
and their Blood ſhall be upon their own Heads; this, 
God had told the Prophet Ezetiel long ago. But 
Why do { ſpeak. chunk I | hope better ings. of: 
you, my Brethren, and Things that accompany | 
vg 1 hope you rejoice at the good News 
ol the LM ek, and are ready to follow the 
3 5 O that not one of you may be wanting, . 
Pep the T rumpber ſhall proclaim the Marriage of 
the 1 is come! May you and I, in that Day, 
Wi xginsdetroth'd to him; irgins, as him 
l es it, „ with our Lamps burning, * 
ha ing on, „Wedding Garment, that when he 
mall open, 12 may enter * the Wedding 
Cha ü oe out.“ 
A Se . clus Chriſt, a Miniſter. of the. 
Sift; ould Lam ebene of the Servant of 


Abraham. 


85 11 | 
Bridal For, firſt, fee how ready he was, at 
ll Maſter's Word, to go out, nor appears un- 
willing to undertake the Journey, or undergo any 
Trouble or Pains, fo he might but pleaſe his Lord; 
and, even, when be came to the Place, from 
whence he ſhould take a Wife for his Maſter's Son, 
he firſt looks up to the God of his Maſter, on 
whoſe Blefling he: alone depended ; and yet Brod 
ther}: when all Things ſeem'd to ſucceed, and he 
was come into the Houſe, and welcom'd in ſo 
civil and joyſul a Manner, and a Feaſt was pre- 
par'd, his Heart was too faithful to forget his reat 
Buſineſs; he could not, he would not eat till he 
Had told * Errand, and made it ſure that Rebekah 
ſhould go with him. O that thus every Miniſter. 
would behave! Their work is of much greater 
Weight and Conſequence than this of the Steward; 
and their Office more divine and facred, What 
Servant or Witneſs of our Saviour then, WhO 
knows what it has coſt his Lord and Maſter to 
ranſom Souls, can think much of leaving all that 
he has, undertaking Journeys, paſſing through many 
Troubles, Fatigues, Difficulties, evil and 
Reports, and even ſpending his Days i in Pain'a 
Labour, and wearing out himſelf in the Buſineſs 

if, aſter all, he can but be the happy Means 155 
bringing ſome to the Marriage! Let them know 
then who their-Maſter is, nor raſhly run terward 
without their Errand, or be wearied in his Work. 
Let them follow Abraham's Steward in this Re- 
ſpect, and make their Prayer to the Lord, to di- 
rect and proſper,” and bleſs them ia their Office, 
for elſe they may preach till * . =." Jett 
and not win one Soul to his R m. = 


4 


i happen'd ance to rows of ul tſcip!e 
2 oe 1 and vw imended 26 
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Fiſhers of Men, without him... they had toil'd 
"ned dee dat whole Night, and Canghe pothing 
bot when tt'came td them, And they had let down 
the Net at his Word, they inclos'd ſuch a Num- 
ber of Fiſhes, . that their Net 928 and. all their 
Boats were fil d*with"Fifh.” This Miracle of our 


: 


Saviour's taught them afterwards in their better 
Fiſhery, That without him they cc ue te 
But as ſurely as a Servant of t 4 255 goes out in 
his Name, and with his Bleffing, he ſhall. find. his 
Maſter's Preſence with him to the End of the 
Vorld:. And when he invites the Souls to come to 
the Marriage, he ſhall make them a willing Fen- 
ple, and their Hearts ſhall anſwer, to the Miniſter's 
Joy, I will £0. A Minifter muſt learn ſomething 
more, namely, that Part « 3 Office which in- 
titles him to the Name of a Watchman: As Abra- 
bam 's Servant waited by the Well, and as a Fiſher- 
man waits for the Shoals, of Fiſh, and is contended 
to be out in all Storms, Rains, Heats, Colds, and 


inclement Weather, only that he may ſucceed, an 
proſper, ſo ſhould a Miniſter of the Lord Chriſt 
watch for Souls, and remember to his laſt, Hour 
he muſt not be a Lord over them, nor Maſter, nor 
Head, but he is a Servant, and, like his High- 
Prieſt, muſt be among them as one that ſerves, 
He ſhould be ready in Seafon and out of Sealon, 
and endure. Hardſhips, as a good Soldier, waiting 
for the bleſſed Time of bringing many to the Sa- 
viour, and filling his Houſe with Gueſts. Such 
faithful Men may be diſpis'd in their Day, and 
eſteem'd mean and fooliſh,” and Perſecutions may; . 
thwart and: hinder them for a while, but let them 
follow: the Captain of their Salvation; let them 
take up his Croſs and reproach and go out of the 
Camp after him; and eſteem what ever they can. 
7 tr LOG "6 £1 IEL FR 1 * * „„ e ſuffer b 
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ſuffer for bis Sake, an 


1 30 ET, 
Base, * 
finiſh their Courſe with 2 425 
ſay to them, in that Day, . This hal 
amply reward them for all. e 1.6 hi 
But to. return; as ſoon 25 = they Stewads. has e- 
teived an Anſwer to his: Prayer, A 
done watering the Camels, be-gav 
the Forehead, and Bracelets for her. Haades 
Gold; juſt fo, when our . Saviour takes. 
8 the Heart, and a Sinner comes to Un, be ad 
ſtows the Antitype of this Jewel. room 
Mark ofthe Lamb in che F orchead, the Seal of his 
Holy &pirit, which no Man knows but him that 
teceives it. He puts his Mark upon the Shaep 
that he had loſt, and ſays, Thou art mine; their 
Hands lay hold on Eternal Life, and a Joy ſprings 
up in the Heart, which ſhall have no End. Scart 
had Rebehah' received this Preſent, but ſhe ran to 
acquaint her Brother and her Father's Houſe: of 
ber good Luck, and this was one chief Reaſon 
of Laban's meeting the Steward afterwards. with 
that pretty Salutation. He faw the Bracelets on 
his Siſter's Arms, and the Jewel upon her — 
head, and receiv'd him into his Houſe jo 
; with « Come in, thou bleſſed of the Loxd-! 
common for a new-born Soul, when he wit — 
Mercy, and knows his Sins are forgiven, and that 
our Saviour has mark'd and ſeal'd him to the 
of Redemption, that he goes and tells his Friends 
and dear Relations what the Lord has done ſor 
him, and how God has had C ompaſſion on him. 
Come hither, can he ſay, like Bau, all you that 
fear God, and I will tell you what he hath done 
for my So. Would to God all that hear me Tau 


day, knew what this Frontlet - meants —— 
Lad the: Laub in theic — 


"h_ 


— — —ͤ — Ũͤ— — ms 


vence to all abit woke: 


The Hoſpital 
hole Family of \Berhual receiv'd* the Steward, 
mot to beipaſs'd ever in Silence: It ſhould een 


tw) 


Acqua eme, - and cs 
% chem, I have found the Lord; I have got Re- 


 Gemption in his Hood; Jem bis, and de is mine; 


me his New Name; 


He has Written upon 
ity' and Kindneſs, apherewith the 


ws'to be glad to receive lte our Houſes the Chil- 
uren of, God, and ſuch” as bear his Name, or 


= hin: for Aus forme” have entertain'd 3 


Fels unawares ; and thus this Act of Civility be- 
dane aſterwurds a Bleffing and Happineſs to the 
whole Family. But I muſt once more commend = 
the Faithfulnefs of the Steward: He would not 


nt till be bad deltver'd his Meffage: He did not 


avaint their Food and Raiment, their Silver or Gold, 


. e wanted to have them become rich, and happy, 


ehidugh their Kindred to Abrabam. He wanted te 
malte their Daughter a Princeſs, ànd an Honour 
in tlie Land, and thus fat he ſucceeded. Aid 


db, my dear Brethren and Siſters, T muſt” let 


vu know, alſo, my Errand to you I- day. 11 
am the Lord the God of? kee Betvunry my 
Maſter is over all in Heaven and Earth; ten 
-chouſand- Times ten thoufand ' worſhip before him, 

und alt lay their Crowns down at his Feeu "Fe 
# Lord of All; but be has à Son whom be has 
Heir of all /Phings,” and by whom 
all Worlds were made, Who is the Maker, Re- 
deemer, and Preſerver of Men, and who is now 
About to celebrate his Evetlaſting Matriage in the 
Kingdom of God. I come now to get a Wife 


| for my Maſter among you.” O think as if I afk'd 


"Hi by ae; Wilt thou go? Jeſus Chriſt, my Ma- 
Ker, the eternal 80m of God, chooſes poor Sinners 
bc tha bis Bride: He delights t K 


Children of Men. 1 een 
hoes. and . 2 — — NS 
| ri its, t eG cincipalities, 
— ä— from Heaven to Farch to ca 
to his Marriage, Thie is ne  Similicude; ne 
| ; ah» no Likenele or Figure, but this is a ren 
and ſolid Truth, you may be che Bride, the 
Lamb's. Wife. + You, poor People, who have long 
| liv'd, without, him in the World, and — 
conateleſs and at Eaſe in Sian: Ye .unbap 2 5 
who have liv'd a profane and wicked 
diſtteſe d. and forſaken Wretches, who -are;: _ 
and heavy laden, Come ye to the Marriage; 4 
Things are ready, come, and he will in —— 
eaſt you out Ho! - ye Senfualifts, ye Lovers, 
| the World and Pleaſurez, ye who bave ſpan w 
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